Visit
Pend Oreille

River Valley
2021-22 • Visitors Guide

Come Visit

S

Pend Oreille River Valley

ituated in the cradle of the Selkirk Mountains, the Pend Oreille
River Valley is home to some of the country’s most stunning
natural beauty, as well a growing hub of arts, food and
shopping. Come visit us to enjoy the Pend Oreille River – one of only
20 north flowing rivers in the United States – running through the
Colville, Panhandle and Kaniksu National Forests. It is also home
to the Little Pend Oreille National Wildlife Refuge and part of the
International Selkirk Loop – a national scenic byway. Turn north on
Highway 2 from Interstate 90, or head south on Highways 31 from
Canada. Come visit us to experience a small-town, homegrown
community that is ready to welcome you.
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Events
The Pend Oreille River Valley is home to
a myriad of annual events, from the Bigfoot
Festival in the north part of Pend Oreille
County to Newport’s Rodeo to the Timber
Days in Priest River, there are plenty of
events to take in.

Fore! the Health of It:
June 18

Newport Hospital and Health Services
invites all golfers to participate in the 2021
Fore! The Health of It Golf Tournament Friday, June 18 at The Highlands Golf Course.
Enjoy a complete program of activities, 18
holes of golf (cart included), snacks, and
contests followed by awards ceremony,
catered dinner, and door prizes. The event
raises money for the hospital foundation’s
charitable efforts around the community.
Registration starts at 11:30 a.m. with a 1
p.m. tee off. Cost is $125 per player/$500
foursome / add a dinner guest for $25. Corporate sponsorships are available. Return
your completed registration by Friday, June
11 at 4 p.m. The Highlands Golf Course is
located at 5600 E. Mullan Ave., Post Falls.
For more information, go to www.newporthospitalandhealth.org/event/fore-thehealth-of-it-golf-tournament.

Metaline Falls Bigfoot 5K:
June 19

The course takes you from downtown
Metaline Falls, up Lehigh Hill, back down
to circle the town along the river, and finish at the town’s Busta Park. Race starts
promptly at 8 a.m. The 5K is a precursor to
the Metaline Falls Bigfoot Festival, which is
June 20. For more information, go to www.
mfbigfoot.com.

Metaline Falls Bigfoot
Festival: June 19-20

A weekend all about Bigfoot! A town-wide
event with field researchers from USA and
Russia, 5K race, and free entrance to vendor
mall, live music and a film festival. From Newport take Highway 20 north for a little over an
hour. Drive over the Pend Oreille Bridge and
you are in Metaline Falls. For more information, go to www.mfbigfoot.com.
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Lawnmower drag races:
June 20

Souped up lawnmowers drag race down
city streets, while fans watch from the sidelines. The Big Back-In circuit holds drags
throughout the region, starting at Spirit
Lake, Idaho June 20 at noon. Anyone is
welcome to race. Sign up three hours before
the race for $20 each, or bring your lawn
chair and be a spectator. The mowers are
loud – bring earplugs for little ones. Priest
River’s drags are held in conjunction with
Timber Days.

Newport PRCA Rodeo,
Parade: June 25-26

Probably the biggest event in the area
each year is the Newport Rodeo weekend,
well, Friday and Saturday really. The rodeo
action is only part of the festivities. There is
also a parade, games for kids, vendors, live
music, a beer garden and carnival.
The rodeo starts Friday night, with all
the regular rodeo events. Ranch bronc
riding was added several years ago and is
a popular event. It’s a special contest in
which working cowboys try to ride a bucking horse with a regular saddle. Just about
anything goes and contestants can ride
with one hand, two hands or no hands. The
wildest ride wins.
Saturday gets underway with a Cowboy
Breakfast at the Rodeo Grounds. The parade
happens at 11 a.m. and winds though
downtown Newport.

Freedom Fest: July 2-5

The first ever Freedom Fest is happening
at Bear Paw Camp just north of Newport,
Wash., this summer. Starting Friday, July
2 at noon until Monday, July 5 at 8 a.m., a
weekend of family fun awaits. It is a nondenominational festival for all.
Eight fantastic Christian worship bands Dante Bowe, Mack Brock, Doe Jones, Riding
High Ministries, Aaron and Becky Lucas,
Him & Her, The Well MSC, Real Recognize
Real - will have the gorgeous Pend Oreille
River as their backdrop for this family
friendly weekend. Special speakers Brian
and Kari Jennings, Joel Ramsey, Aaron
Richner, Jeff Ecklund, and Aaron Lucas are
there to deliver their inspirational messages.
Also planned are almost endless activities

including family competitions, high rope
confidence course, trust building challenges, and breakout sessions. Being a waterfront facility, you will not want to miss the
inflatable, swimming water park. River
baptisms will be provided to anyone seeking
to declare their dedication to Christianity.
The first night from 11 p.m. to 2 a.m. is
Teen Night. There will be more attractions,
but you just have to be there to find out
what. Stay in your tent or RV and get access
to everything going on for $120 per person
or $270 for a household of up to six immediate family members. If you are not spending
the night and are simply coming for the
fun, entertainment, and inspiration, your
price is $100 or $250, respectively. Food is
extra with $75 per person for the weekend.
Dinner is not included; the food vendors will
be there to help you out with dinner. Sign
up now at freedomfest.net. Bear Paw Camp
is located at 581 Bear Paw Drive, Newport.

Run Whatcha Brung
Motorcycle Drags: July 3

Bikers from throughout the Northwest
and beyond gather in Oldtown for motorcycle drag races. Bikes of all makes and
models line the parking lots on Highway 2
in Oldtown. Racers start arriving Friday,
with the races Saturday. Live music, beer
gardens, vendors and games provide fun for
the entire family.

Diamond Lake 4th of July
1/2 Marathon: July 4

The premier running event of the year!
The course is 13.09 miles in and around
lovely Diamond Lake. The swim starts at 6
a.m. with the run at 7:15 a.m. ($10 entry
fee, including shirt $25). In 2021 the Edgewater Restaurant across from the finish line
will be serving breakfast after the run. Just
send a message via the Diamond Lake 4th of
July 1/2 Marathon Facebook group (private group, must request to join) or email,
jeffreybell1954@gmail.com, if you want to
participate this year. If ordering a shirt, the
deadline to register is June 1.

Diamond Lake Fourth of
July Boat Parade: July 4

If you’re in the Diamond Lake area on the
Fourth of July, one of the must do things is
watching the Boat Parade. It has become
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a tradition for the lake community to get as many unusual vessels on
the lake as possible, with everyone wearing the required life jackets, of
course.

Priest River Fireworks: July 4

The Priest River Chamber of Commerce puts on a fireworks display at
dusk over the Pend Oreille River. Watch from downtown Priest River at
the big City Park, or from Bonner Park West.

Kalispel Tribe UTV/ATV Poker Ride: July 10

Are you ready? Save the Date! The first Annual Kalispel Tribe UTV/
ATV Poker Ride is gearing up and any one with a love for outdoor recreation and UTV/ATVs are welcome to participate. Course and time not yet
known, contact Corrie Johnson at cjohnson@kalispeltribe.com for more
information.

Newport Rough Stock Rodeo: July 17

If you like bucking horses and bulls, the Newport Rough Stock Rodeo
is for you. Featuring just the bucking events – known in rodeo lingo
as the Rough Stock – spectators will see some of the best riders in the
Northwest competing in bareback riding, saddle bronc riding, bull riding
and the ranch bronc riding. Stock contractors McMillan-Layton bring
some of the orneriest critters around to test the riders’ mettle.

Timber Days: July 30-31

In celebration of the heritage that built Priest River, Timber Days highlights activities around the logging industry.
Drive through Priest River, heading east, and the park is on the right
side of the Highway, just past the only streetlight in town.
The event begins Friday evening with the Asphalt Angels’ Hot Neon
Nights Car Show through downtown Priest River. Saturday kicks off
with the Run for the Berries Fun Run. A parade of floats, most in a logging theme, comes through Priest River City Park at 11 a.m. Children
are thrown candy from parade participants for their enjoyment throughout the day. The classic car show at the junior high is enjoyable for people
of all ages. Logging competitions occur at Bonner Park West near the
Pend Oreille River and will include burling, aka log rolling. Lawnmower
races will start their engines in downtown Priest River at about 4 p.m.

Bonner County Rodeo: Aug. 6-7

The annual PRCA Bonner County Rodeo in Sandpoint returns with
bull riding, bronc busting, barrel racing, tie down roping, team roping
and a whole lot more at the Bonner County Fairgrounds. Gates open
at 6:30 p.m. both days. Ticket prices online & around town are $ 8 for
children and $15 for adults. At the gate prices are $10 for children and
$18 for adults. Tickets can be purchased in advance around Sandpoint
at Bonner County Fairgrounds Office, Carter Country Farm & Feed, Columbia Bank, Les Schwab Tire, North 40, Sandpoint Super Drug, Wood’s
Hay & Grain and at Tractor Supply in Oldtown, Idaho. For more information and to buy tickets online, go to www.sandpointbonnercountyrodeo.
com. The fairgrounds are located at 4203 N. Boyer Rd., Sandpoint.

Tri-Town Float Down Poker Paddle: August 7
There is always fun to be had while paddling down the scenic Pend
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Oreille River, and fun is sure to be had at
the Tri-Town Float Down in north Pend
Oreille County.
Boaters launch at the Ruby Crossing boat
launch near mile-marker 404 on Highway
20.
The early morning start gives paddlers a
gorgeous view as they head north to Ione
Park. There are three stops on the first day
for cards, one at the launch and take-out,
and one about halfway on the paddle.
The second day, floaters put in at Box Canyon Dam, using tubes and floating devices
or a small boat. They end the Float Down at
Metaline Park, where the last card is given.
For more information, go to www.facebook.
com/TriTownFloatDownPokerPaddle.

Hydroplane races:
Aug. 7-8, Aug. 28-29

Outboard motorboat racing fans have two
places to see the little boats race – on the
Pend Oreille River in Oldtown. The races,
sponsored by the Stateline Outboard Racing Association, will be held Aug. 7-8 and
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Aug. 28-29 in Oldtown. Admission is free
for spectators. For more information, go to
www.statelineoutboardracing.weebly.com.

Summer Slam 2021:
Aug. 14-15

The Summer Slam 2021 3 on 3 Basketball Tournament takes place at the Kalispel
Casino, located at 420 Qlispe, River Rd. in
Cusick. The 3-on-3 basketball brackets will
be set up for male, female, and coed in age
categories (Ages: 8-10, 10-12, 12-14, High
School (14-18) Boys, Girls, Co-ed and adult
men’s open, adult women’s open, and adult
coed open). In addition to the tournament
retired WNBA player, and 2-time Olympic
gold medalist Ruthie Bolton will be in attendance alongside Rise Above’s co-founder,
Jaci McCormack to tell their story and their
involvement with prevention, violence, and
building a healthy community.
Free entry signup at www.kalispeltribe.
com/kalispel-summer-slam. Registration
must be submitted by July 22. No exceptions.

Pend Oreille Relay for Life:
Aug. 13

The annual Pend Oreille Valley Relay for
Life is at Newport High School, starting at
Ellersick Field 6:30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 13 and
ending at 6:30 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 14. The
12-hour event is a fundraiser for the American Cancer Society and benefits local cancer
patients. A special dinner for cancer survivors will be held at Newport High School at
5 p.m. The opening ceremony and survivors’
lap will be at 6:30 p.m. For more information, contact Terri Ivie at 208-448-1949.

Bonner County Fair and
Rodeo: Aug. 18-21

The goal of the Bonner County Fair is to
provide a free educational opportunity for
residents of Bonner County to display their
ideas and projects from their areas of expertise and interest, as well as allowing local
organizations and businesses to present their
products to the public. Family friendly events
and contests are held throughout the week.
A 4-H Market Animal Sale is held on Sat-
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urday, and a parade of champions is that afternoon. The fairgrounds are
located in Sandpoint, on Boyer Avenue. Visit www.bonnercountyfair.com.

Pend Oreille County Fair, Rodeo: Aug. 19-22

The annual Pend Oreille County Fair at Cusick is a much-anticipated time
of the year, both for participants and visitors. For participants, it is a time to
show off your animals, vegetables or hobbies and see where they stand in relation to other entries. For the visitors, the Pend Oreille County Fair is a great
example of what a rural fair can be. There are a variety of animals to see, from
chickens to llamas. There are displays of the best fruits and vegetables, canned
goods, photography and spinning demonstrations. Magic shows, horse western games, live music and mutton bustin’ add to the fun. The Pro West Rodeo
also takes place during the fair. The fairgrounds are located at 419152 S. Hwy.
20 in Cusick. Tickets are $8 for adults, $2 for youth 6-12 and five and under
get in for free. You can find more information online at www.pocfair.com.

2021 Priest River Sprints: Aug. 21

Located on the beautiful Priest River, the Pend Oreille Rowing and Paddling
Association (PORPA), together with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, holds
the first Priest River Sprints at the Mudhole. It will be a day of fun for anybody
wanting to race with rowing singles, kayaks, canoes, SUPs or rafts. Join tribal
members and experts in learning more about the relationship the Kalispel
people have with the Pend Oreille and other rivers in the area. Times to be
determined. For more information, go to www.porpa.org. The Mudhole is
located along Highway 2 in Priest River.

Affair on Main Street: Sept. 5-6

The small town of Metaline Falls puts on a big showing for the annual Affair
on Main Street. From Newport, head north on Highway 20, staying straight
when it changes to Highway 31. Follow until you cross the bridge to enter
town. Vendors pack Metaline Falls Park, located at the end of Main Street, selling a variety of fun, interesting products. Area groups set up shop and sell hot
dogs, burgers or huckleberry lemonade.
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Things to see
There are many things to see throughout the Pend Oreille River Valley
that you can take in year round. Some are well known, some less so. Here
are a few.

Get historical at Priest River Museum

In 1993, the Keyser family donated their original homestead house that
was built in 1895 to the Priest River Chamber of Commerce. The house
was the first framed structure built in the area at a time when others were
built of logs. It was grand for its time. In late 2007 the museum closed
its doors to the public. In 2010 the museum and information center was
re-established. In 2014, the logging/timber display room was updated
together with displays for military, school, sewing, ferrier and sportsman.
The kitchen and pantry are completely restored and depict the pioneer
era.
For tours and hours, call 208-610-9643. The Priest River Museum is
located at the end of Main Street in downtown Priest River.

Visit the Pend Oreille County
Historical Society Museum

The Pend Oreille County Historical Society Museum is located in Newport, Wash., at the Newport Centennial Plaza, where the south end of
Washington Avenue intersects with U.S. Highway 2.
Entry into the museum grounds is through the former Idaho and Washington Northern Railroad depot. There you will find a gift shop, featuring
historical items as well as hand crafted gifts, books, museum T-shirts, ball
caps and postcards for sale. The Pend Oreille County Historical Society’s
annual Big Smoke collection of historical stories and information is available for sale. Big Smoke issues go back to 1969.
The outdoor grounds feature full landscaped flower gardens; several
original log cabins moved to the site; an open block building featuring
tools of early industry and home tools; a replica of an L-4 fire lookout
tower; the Penrith Milwaukee railroad flag-stop station; an original ice
house; early printing press room and a complete sawmill moved to the
grounds.
The museum offers a digital research center and has available more
than 5,000 photographs covering the area’s early history. Out of print
western history books, scrapbooks and a complete catalog of The Newport Miner newspapers are available for research.
To learn more about the historical society and museum visit www.
pochsmuseum.org.
Open seven days a week effective May 28, 2019. The museum is open 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Mondays through Saturday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday.
Admission is free for children under 13 and 13-years-old and up is $5 per
person.

Visit Manresa Grotto

This is a nice little picnic spot and rest area along the LeClerc Road just
north of Usk, located within the Kalispel Indian Reservation. The trail
to the grotto switchbacks up the hillside and is very short, no more than

a half-mile round trip. This is a super short, super easy hike to visit the
cave. Restrooms and a small picnic area are there as well.

See the Buffalo at Usk

The Kalispel Tribe has a herd of buffalo that you can see from the
Camas Center for Community Wellness, about 19 miles north of Newport.
The herd consists of about 100 head of buffalo that roam over 600 acres.
The herd provides many resources for tribal members.
People stop and watch the buffalo from a pull out viewing area just off
LeClerc Creek Road. The herd has about 25-30 calves a year. They weigh
about 50 pounds at birth and the calves are a reddish color until they’re
about three months old.

See the buffalo at Blanchard

LIII Ranches at Blanchard has a buffalo herd and offers buffalo meat
for sale. Tours are available by reservation. The ranch is located in
Blanchard, Idaho, about 15 minutes south of Newport. Take Highway 41
to get there from Newport.

Take in the Camas Center for
Community Wellness

The Camas Center is one of the real jewels in Pend Oreille County.
Located about 19 miles north of Newport at 1821 N. LeClerc Road, the
Camas Center offers a variety of activities, including a 33-foot rock climbing wall, a 25-meter lap pool, a recreation pool with a water slide, a hot
tub, a sauna, state of the art fitness equipment in a group exercise room, a
gymnasium with seating for 300 people, a deli, a game room and internet
access. Adults can buy a day pass for $10. For people 55 and older and
those under 18, a day pass can be purchased for $5. More information can
be found online at www.kalispeltribe.com/camas-center/overview.

Newport City Park

Children of all ages flock to the Newport Spray Park in Newport City
Park located at First Street and Calispel Avenue. There are several different water-spraying features on a 3,000 square foot splash pad for children to enjoy. The hours of operation are daily 10 am to 7 pm weather
permitting. For the 2019 season, the spray park is scheduled to open June
14, weather permitting. The spray park will remain open tentatively until
Sept. 3, 2019 when it will close for the season.
The park offers a gazebo, as well as play equipment and a skate park.

T.J. Kelley Park

Sitting in T.J. Kelley Park, along Washington Street in Newport, allows
people to enjoy the flow of downtown Newport.
Restrooms are available seasonally, and picnic tables are great for family gatherings or birthday parties. There is also a rock waterfall and rock
benches.

Pend Oreille County Park

Camping, backpacking and horseback riding are a few of the things
Pend Oreille County Park is known for by locals.
The park entrance is on Highway 2 about two miles from the Spokane
County line and is open May through October. A day-use area is also
available.
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Fred G. Anderson Veteran’s Memorial Park

The Veteran’s Memorial Park is approximately .2 acre. This park is a
downtown rest stop with an added feature of a veteran’s memorial. This
park includes an ADA restroom for tourists traveling through the city as
well as benches to sit on and enjoy the beauty of the veteran’s memorial.
The Veteran’s Memorial Park is located at 211 South Union Ave., between the Newport Fire Hall and the Washington Federal parking lot.

Ione City Park

Launch a boat in Ione City Park and enjoy the scenic river in the north
part of Pend Oreille County. Boaters can boat within one mile of Box
Canyon Dam.
Head north on Highway 20 about 46 miles after leaving Newport, and
continue on to Highway 31 for about four miles. Turn right onto Main
Street and the park entrance is a couple blocks up the road.
There is a covered picnic area for events, barbecue pits for a gathering,
and views of the scenic river that runs the length of the park. It’s one of
the county’s water trail sites.

Crawford State Park Heritage Site’s Gardner
Cave

The Crawford State Park Heritage Site is a 49-acre, forested day-use
park featuring Gardner Cave. A Discover Pass is required for vehicle
access to state parks for day use and the park is closed Tuesdays and
Wednesdays.
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Touring Gardner Cave is a popular activity at the park. With a slope
length of 1,055-feet, the cave is the third longest limestone cavern in
Washington. This cave is filled with stalactites, stalagmites, rim stone
pools, and flowstone. Gardner Cave is a 500 million-year-old cavern that
measures approximately 2,072 feet in length and 295 feet in depth. Call
Crawford State Park at 509-446-4065. Suitable walking shoes or hiking
boots are recommended for touring the caves and surrounding area. A
Discover Pass is needed for admittance. An annual pass costs $30 and a
day pass $10.

Sweet Creek Falls

The Sweet Creek Falls Rest Area is located about 5.5 miles north of
Ione, just past Selkirk High School on the west side of the road. There are
several picnic tables and a paved hiking trail that leads to the falls.

Metaline Waterfront Park

Grass, a boat launch, picnic areas, a large pavilion, a large barbecue
pit, as well as a children’s playground, all make Metaline Waterfront Park
a place to stop.
From Newport, follow Highway 20 about 60 miles until entering the
town of Metaline.

Metaline Falls Busta Park

Metaline Falls Busta Park offers a place to sit and enjoy fresh lemonade or a picnic in the grass. There is a train car converted into a visitor’s
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center. To get there from Newport, head north on Highway 20, staying straight when it changes to Highway 31. Follow until you cross the
bridge to enter town and take the second right, go up a slight hill and
turn left on Fifth Avenue.

Priest River City Park

Enjoy the fresh air of the scenic river while visiting Priest River City
Park.
From Newport, head east to Priest River on Highway 2 and the park is
on the right just after the stoplight.

Paddle to Pee Wee Falls

One of north Pend Oreille County’s hidden gems is Pee Wee Falls, a
more than 100-foot waterfall that can only be seen while boating the
river.
Launch the boat at Boundary Dam Recreation Area, located about 60
miles to Metaline on Highway 20 from Newport. Turn left onto Boundary Road, follow the road for 12 miles, take the right hand fork and follow signs to the recreation area.

Visit the Tiger Store and Museum

Ice cream and snacks can be enjoyed while learning the history of
Tiger at the Tiger Store and Museum. Open Memorial Day through
September, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday through Monday. Plus the first
three weekends in October. The rest stop is open 24 hours/day–outdoor
information kiosk.
From Newport, head north on Highway 20 about 46 miles. The store is
on the left just before the town of Ione.

Take in a show at the Cutter Theatre

The historic Cutter Theatre offers plays, art shows, coffee and a host
of other events throughout the year. The 1912 building was originally
designed by architect Kirtland Cutter as The Metaline Falls School and is
on the National Register of Historic Places.
Drive north on Highway 20 about 61 miles until reaching Metaline
Falls. Turn right onto Grandview Street and follow it to the historic
theatre. Call 509-446-4108 for more information, or visit www.cuttertheatre.com.
Office hours are Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Boundary Dam

There are no dam tours of Boundary Dam this season because of
COVID precautions, but camping, the boat ramp and day use areas are
open. No reservations are accepted.
The waters of Boundary Reservoir behind Boundary Dam offers three
water-access-only small recreation sites on Bureau of Land Management
lands, all along the reservoir’s west bank, which provide primitive amenities. The BLM sites are Everett Slough, Ledbetter Cove, and Grandview.
US Forest Service lands on the other side of the reservoir offer additional primitive developed and dispersed recreation opportunities.
Due to dense forest and steep canyon slopes, Everett Slough is the only
one of these sites that offers a hiking opportunity. There, hikers can
travel through forest along the old +1-mile-long no-public-vehicle-access
dirt road grade, that ends at the recreation site. Otherwise, activities
at Boundary Reservoir include motorized and non-motorized boating,
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fishing, picnicking, camping, and nature viewing. The three
recreation sites each provide basic sanitary facilities with
privacy fence.
Everett Slough has three primitive campsites, each with
tent site, picnic table, fire ring, and bear-proof storage container.
Ledbetter Cove has four tent sites, two picnic tables, two fire
rings, and two bear-proof containers.
Grandview has 2 primitive campsites, each with tent site,
picnic table, fire ring, and bear-proof container.

Stretch your legs at the Cusick Rest
Stop

The Kalispel Tribe built the rest area one mile north of
Cusick in 2013. It highlights the history of the tribe as well as
offering a bathroom for travelers. It is open 24 hours a day.
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